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Dear TA Families,

We look forward to welcoming your child back to school on August 12, and our Reopening Task Force and 
Administrative Leadership Team have been hard at work to make sure we are prepared to safely reopen for 
the 2020-2021 school year. We have continuously reviewed guidelines from the CDC, Alabama Depart-
ment of Public Health, the University of Alabama and the Southern Association of Independent Schools. 
In addition, we have consulted with local healthcare professionals to assemble a plan that is appropriate 
for Tuscaloosa Academy.

While it is impossible for us to foresee every conceivable scenario, the design of this reopening plan pro-
vides the flexibility to adjust protocols and policies as needed. The plan also reduces the risk of exposure 
to COVID-19 for our students. We believe that for the educational, social and emotional development of 
our students that a return to campus is the best plan. However, we all need to understand that reopening 
campus does carry risk, and that we are each individually responsible for doing our part to make it safe. 

In the midst of uncertain times, Tuscaloosa Academy’s mission remains the same. We understand the 
importance of providing a safe and sound educational opportunity for your children. Thank you for your 
trust and commitment to our school. We are all in this together. I am looking forward to see you in August.

Sincerely,

Bryan Oliver, Ph.D.
Head of School
Tuscaloosa Academy



RISK LEVEL DEFINITIONS

RISK LEVEL 2

• Face coverings will be required to be worn at all times inside the building for grades 5-12. 
Grades PreK-4, will wear masks when appropriate and social distancing cannot be optimized.

• Significantly decreased, physically distanced classes will be created for grades 1-12 as recom-
mended by the CDC. PreK-K classes will take as many precautions as their classroom space will 
allow.

• Upper, Middle and Lower school will be separated onto different wings of the school as much as 
possible to limit movement of students.

• School will open at 7:30 a.m. each morning for all grades with no early care. Procedures for drop 
off and entering the building will be sent by your dean.

• Lower school will maintain a 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m. school day.
• Middle and Upper school students will attend school from 8 a.m.-1:40 p.m. All electives and core 

classes will still be held. This will allow us to limit exposure time during the school day. Teachers 
will remain on campus for the full school day, which will allow them time in the afternoon to work 
with students who may be in a remote learning situation for various reasons. Student athletes will 
go directly to practice after early dismissal. Other students will go directly to their extracurricular 
activities if deemed safe to offer. All other students will be asked to leave campus.

• There will be no break or lunch served in the cafeteria for at least the first semester. We are cur-
rently working with vendors to provide high quality box lunches as an option for students.

• PE classes will be held outside as much as possible.

On campus intensive learning with balanced remote learning. This would likely 
involve students having assigned times to be on campus with assignments and 
remote learning when they are not here.

1
Full reopen on August 12 with appropriate safety regulations in place. This 
plan would likely mean face masks for all students determined by grade level 
and age, temperature scans, increased sanitation and more.

2
Full reopen on August 12 with a modified schedule. This plan would likely 
include all students being on campus but rotating into smaller classes 
throughout the day. The same safety regulations would be in place and 
students would be under supervision at all times.

3

RISK LEVEL

Tuscaloosa Academy will reopen on August 12 at RISK LEVEL 2
This is a fluid situation and protocols and policies are subject to change throughout the school year.



DAILY PROCEDURES

• School will open at 7:30 a.m. each day with no early care. Students who arrive early will go directly to their 
classrooms or first period class after being scanned for illness.

• There will be no after school care available.
• Middle and Upper school students will be dismissed at 1:40 pm each day. Lower school will dismiss at 

2:30 p.m.
• Elementary, Middle and High School students will each enter through a different part of the building.
• Elementary students will be temperature scanned twice a day (once upon arrival and the other around 

lunch time). Middle and Upper school students will only be scanned upon arrival at school due to early 
dismissal. Multiple attempts resulting in a 100.3 or higher temperature will require the student to 
go home.

• Face coverings completely covering the chin, nose and mouth will be required inside the buildings and 
during class.

• Students will not be allowed to congregate in the hallways.
• No guests will be allowed on campus during the school day unless authorized by the school. Anyone 

entering the school will be required to wear a face covering that completely covers the chin, nose and 
mouth.

• Students in different divisions will be separated by wings of the school whenever possible.
• No food will be served during break and the cafeteria will not serve hot lunch for the first semester. Box 

lunch options will be made available to families.
• Classrooms and common spaces will be sanitized throughout the day and additional measures will be 

taken to maintain a safe environment.

FALL 2020 PROCEDURES

CHECK-OUT PROCEDURES

• For students who can drive themselves, parents must send prior written permission to Becky Karnes at 
bkarnes@tuscaloosaacademy.org to check in or out. Students will be called to the office at the time of 
their check out to sign out.

• For all other students, parents will pull up to the main office entrance at the front of the school. Parents 
will call Becky Karnes in the main office. She will buzz the classroom and call the student to the office. Ei-
ther Mrs. Becky or a teacher or aide will walk the student out to your vehicle. This will limit the number of 
people in the building on a daily basis.

• If you are checking a student in, you will also drop your student off at the main entrance. You will call Mrs. 
Becky and either she or a teacher or aide will let them in the building or walk outside to get them.

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS OF ILLNESS, TESTING AND QUARANTINE

• Everyone has a responsibility once the school year starts to keep our environment as safe as possible.
• Any student who has shown signs and symptoms of the coronavirus or is living with someone that 

is showing signs or symptoms, WILL NOT be allowed to return to school until they can provide a 
negative test result on an acceptable testing platform, documentation from a physician and have 
been quarantined for the appropriate amount of time. Parents WILL BE required to contact the 
school if any of the above situations occur.

• Parents should be checking their children for signs and symptoms every day.



FALL 2020 PROCEDURES
• If your child is experiencing signs and symptoms of the coronavirus, they will not be allowed to come to 

school. You should contact your health care provider to determine if testing is warranted for your child and 
family.

• If anyone in your household is showing signs or symptoms of the coronavirus, your child will not be 
allowed to attend school until appropriate testing is complete and documentation to the school is 
provided.

• If your child begins to show signs and symptoms of the coronavirus while at school, you will be contacted 
immediately to pick them up and appropriate testing and protocols will be required.

• All faculty, staff and administration will follow the same guidelines.

Common signs and symptoms include:  Dry cough, sinus congestion, fever, loss of sense of smell 
and taste, fatigue, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea and headaches.  If your child exhibits any of these it is 
extremely important that you not send them to school and have them tested.  Early intervention is key 
to a successful school year.

SCHOOL PROCEDURES FOR A POSITIVE TEST RESULT

• If a student tests positive, WE WILL require that student to quarantine for the recommended amount of 
time and produce a negative test on a appropriate testing platform before returning to school.

Based on the recommendations of the task force we will:

• Identify those who may have been in close contact and exposed for extended periods of time to that par-
ticular student and recommend isolation/quarantine or require testing.

• Immediately notify parents of students in the grade level that we feel have been exposed to the student 
testing positive so that they can closely monitor their children for signs and symptoms.

• Notify the grade level teachers so they can closely monitor their students for signs and symptoms while 
continuing school classes and activities.  Entire grade level quarantine will not be required as of this time.

Tuscaloosa Academy has full confidence in the measures we will take this school year to protect our students 
and teachers. Face coverings, sanitation, social distancing, smaller classes, education and early detection 
will all be a part of our preventative measures.  An extremely important aspect of preventing the spread of 
the virus is early identification of signs and symptoms, at home as well as at school, followed by appropriate 
testing.   Common signs and symptoms include:  Dry cough, sinus congestion, fever, loss of sense of smell 
and taste, fatigue, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea and headaches.  If your child exhibits any of these it is extreme-
ly important that you not send them to school and have them tested.  Early intervention is key to a successful 
school year.

MEDICAL EXEMPTION

If you have a student or an immediate family member who is living in your household and is at high risk for 
illness, then you may apply for a medical exemption. This would allow your student to be provided remote 
learning for a time to be determined. If you are interested in applying for a medical exemption, please pro-
vide a written statement and a letter from your physician stating the need for remote learning to Dr. Bryan 
Oliver at boliver@tuscaloosaacademy.org. Please note that this is designed only for medical situations and 
does not allow for all students to choose remote or in person learning.




